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MIWOK. 

As information has been obtained on several Miwok dialects, 
it secins most practical first to devote a special and more detailed 
eonsi(i< lalion to the best-known of these idioms without refer- 
ence to its congeners, and then, in a following section, to review 
and compare all the dialects of the family, both with reference 
to one another and to their connection with the Costanoan 
languages, as these now appear to be perhaps genetically related 
to Miwok.3 

Indians of Miwok family held the territory from the Golden 
Gate northward to beyond the limits of Marin county, as far as 
Bodega bay, so that this language was the first to be encountered 
as the coast is followed northward from San Francisco. A second 
area of Miwok speech was situated in the Coast range, south of 
Clear lake. The third, largest, and most important division of 
the family, and the only one to which the name Miwok in its 
narrower and original sense properly applies, is neither in the 
coast region nor north of San Francisco, but occupies the western 
slope of the Sierra Nevada range between Cosumnes and Fresno 
rivers.^ 

I. THE NORTHERN SIERRA DIALECT. 

The form of Miwok specially discussed here is the so-called 
Amador dialect, the northerly of three constituting the Sierra 
division of the family. The material was obtained in 1908 from 
the late Eph Cummings of West Point, Calaveras County, and is 
supplemented by notes, more elaborate on some points, that were 
secured at Jackson and San Andreas in 1900 by Dr. A. M. Tozzer, 
and are available through the courtesy of Mr. C. P. Bowditch and 
Professor R. B. Dixon. Certain inconsistencies in orthography 
are due to the fact that the material is from two observers. 

3 Present series, IX, 237-271, 1910. 

4S. A. Barrett, present series, VI, 1-332 and maps, 333-368 and map, 


